08/16/2004 HON 11:57 FAX 502 561 0442 lliddleton Reutlinger 24 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER. 

AUG \ 6 » 



Middjleton Reutlinger 

2500 Brown & Williamson Tower 
Louisville, Kentucky 40202-341 0 

Direct Phone (502) 625-2820 
Direct Fax (502) 588-1974 

Email: phogan@middreut.com 




CONFIDENTIAL, ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGED FACSIMILE COMMUNICATIONS 

The information contained in this facsimile message, and any and all accompanying documents, 
constitutes confidential information. This information is the property of Middleton & Reutlinger. If 
you are not the intended recipient of this information, any disclosure, copying, distribution, or the 
taking of any action in reliance , on this information is strictly prohibited. If yon have received this 
facsimile message in error, please notify us immediately at the above number to make arrangements for 
its return to us. Thank you. 



TO: 



OUR TELECOPIER IS A CANON 710 
AND IS FULLY AUTOMATIC 24 HOURS A DAY 

Name: Examiner John A. Ward 
Address: U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Fax# 703-872-9306 



FROM: 



Date: August 16, 2004 
Name: Pamela J. Hogan 



Time: 



NUMBER OF PAGES (including cover sheet); 14 



El 
□ 



RE: 



ORIGINAL WILL NOT FOLLOW 
ORIGINAL WILL FOLLOW BY: 



U.S. Patent Application No. 10/686,152 
Atty. Dkt. NO.ZM729/04001 



□ REGULAR MAIL 

□ EXPRESS MAIL 

□ HAND DELIVERY 

□ OTHER (See Remarks) 



REMARKS: This facsimile is in response to the Office Action mailed May 17, 2004. 

CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify that the following papers are facsimile-transmitted to the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office on the date shown below. 

1. PTO/SB/21 

2. Amendment A 

3. Two Replacement Sheets (figures L 1 A, 4 and 5) 



Pamela J. Hogan 

Intellectual Property Assistant 

Person Signing 




Date ' 



PAGE 1/14 * RCVD AT 8/16)2004 1 1 :55:57 AM (Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:502 561 0442 * DURATION (mm-ss):0342 



08/16/2004 HON 11:57 FAX 502 561 0442 'Middleton Reutlinger 24 



@002/014 




PTO/SS/21 (02-Od) 
Approved tor use through 07/31/2006. QMB 0551-O031 



ungpr ma Pmnnwni Rxturtt.vt A« Of 1395. nr. nnnawi. 

TRANSMITTAL 
FORM 

(to be used for ail coirvopontence otter Initial Sling) 


prq reoulred to rwnond to ft errtlfrrtin 

Application Number 


■> of rrrformaEon unlaw H displays n valid QMS control number 

10/686,152 


Filing Date 


10/15/2003 RECEI\ 


First Named Inventor 


Stronskl.DataM. CFNTRAL FAX 


Art Unit 


3679 


Examiner Name 


Bochna, David AUG 1 6 


Total Numtaer of Pages In This Submission 


14 


Attorney Docket Number 


ZM729/04001 _J 



ED 

CENTER 
200* 



□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 



Fee Transmittal Form 

Fee Attached 
Ame ndment/Reply 

After Final 
Q Affldavrts/declBxation(s) 
Extension of Time Request 
Express Abandonment Request 
information Disclosure Statement 

Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 

Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

n Response to Missing Parts 
under 37 CFR 1.52 or 1 .53 



ENCLOSURES {Check alt that apply) 



0 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

n 
□ 



Drawings) 

Licensing- related Papers 
Petition 

Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 
Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Correspondence Address 

Terminal Disclaimer 

Request for Refund 

CD, Number of CD(s) 



□ 
□ 

n 
□ 
□ 

Fax 



After Allowance communication 
to Technology Center (TC) 

Appeal Communication to Board 

of Appeals and Interferences 
Appeal Communication to TC 
(Appeal Notice, Brief, Reply Brief) 

Proprietary Information 

Status Letter 

Other Enclosure (3) (please 
Identify below): 

cover sheet 



Remarks 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 



Firm 
or 

Individual name 



John F. Salazar, Reg. No. 39.353 
DLEJTON REUTLINGER 





Signature 



Date 



16, 2004 





\ € — S 






/- ^ 


^ CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING 






1 hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to (he USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on 
the date shown below. 


Typed or printed name 


Pamela J. Hogan 






^Signature 




Date 


I 

August ? 2004 J 



This COS cation of information is required by 37 CfR 1.S.*f he mformacon I* required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which la to We (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is govei/ed by 35 UJS.G. 1 22 and 37 CFR 1.14. This ooflecflen is ttOfftAltH to 2 hour* to complete, including 
garnering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time Will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestion* for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U S. Patent end 
Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. OO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-14SO. 

If you nood assistance in completing the form, caff 1-600-PTO-9189 and sataci option 2 



PAGE 2/14 * RCVD AT 8/16/2004 1 1:55:57 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:502 561 0442 * DURATION (mm-ss):0342 



08/16/2004 MON 11:58 FAX 502 56r 0442 Hiddleton Reutlinger 24 g 003/014 

... , . .. . % . . v RECEIVED. . 

CENTRAL FAX CENTEft 

AUG 1 6 20M 



OFFICIAL 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Serial Number: 10/686*152 

Title: APPARATUS FOR CONNECTING FLUID CONDUITS 

Inventor(s): Stronski, Dale 

Group Art Unit: 3679 

Examiner David E. Bochna 

Docket No. : ZM729/0400 1 

Customer No. : 27868 

Confirmation No.: 6200 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



AMENDMENT A 

Sir: 

This correspondence is in response to the Examiner's Office Action dated May 17, 2004. 

Amendments to the Claims begin on page 2 of this paper. 
Amendments to the Specification begin on page 5 of this paper. 
Amendments to the Drawings begin on page 6 of this paper. 
Remarks begin on page 7 of this paper. 
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